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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 11981 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

FROM USDEL 195 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE BASE NEGOTIATIONS: A QUESTION OF LANGUAGE 
REF: MANILA 10893 

1 . IN EFFORT TO RESOLVE IMPASSE RAISED BY PHILIPPINE PROPOSAL 
THAT TEXT OF AGREEMENT SHOULD BE IN BOTH ENGLISH AND 
PILIPINO, ROMUALDEZ OFFERED ME THE FOLLOWING DRAFT 
LANGUAGE "ON AN INFORMAL BASIS." 

QUOTE. THIS AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED IN DUPLICATE 
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. A TRANSLATION IN THE PILIPINO 
LANGUAGE, DULY INITIALED IN DUPLICATE, IS TO BE DEPOSITED 
IN THE ARCHIVES FOR INTERNATIONAL TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS 
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OF THE PHILIPPINE DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND WITH 
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THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE. UNQUOTE. 

2. I SAID I WOULD HAVE TO REFER IT TO WASHINGTON SINCE 

I DID NOT RPT NOT KNOW THE EFFECT OF INITIALLING A PILIPINO 
TRANSLATION WHICH WAS INCOMPREHENSIBLE TO THE U.S. 
SIGNATORY. ROMUALDEZ SAID SOLE PURPOSE WOULD BE TO 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE ORIGIN OF THE DOCUMENT, WHICH, HOWEVER, 
WOULD HAVE NO RPT NO AUTHENTICITY AS A BINDING TEXT. 

3. I GATHER THERE MAY BE SOME PRECEDENTS FOR THIS SORT 

OF PROCEDURE IN THE ALLIED OCCUPATION DOCUMENTS IN GERMANY 
BUT DO NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY WERE INITIALLED OR OTHERWISE 
SANCTIONED BY ALLIED SIGNATORIES. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE PROVIDE WASHINGTON REACTION 
TO THIS LATEST LINGUISTIC GAMBIT SOONEST. 

SULLIVAN 
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